
The Northern Lights 

i 

Vol 34, Issue 6 North Central High School, 1801E. 86th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46240 Friday, November 18,1988 


Evans elected state 
supt. of schools 


N.C. drug poll reflects national average 


by Paul Jaskunas 

Republican H. Dean Evans de¬ 
feated Democrat Mary Petterson in 
the race for State Superintendent of 
Schools. He led by over 90,000 
votes with 77% of the precincts 
counted. Evans has been superin¬ 
tendent since 1985 when Governor 
Orr appointed him to office, 

The major issue of the election was 
the A+ Program instigated by Evans 
and Orr. In an interview, Evans 
pointed out the major difference 
between himself and opponent 
Petterson: “I want to make sure the 
A+ Program is fully implemented. 
She wants to alter it.” The program 
has been aimed to increase standard¬ 
ized test scores by 10%, attendance, 
and student interest in higher educa¬ 
tion. 

Student apathy, says Evans, is the 
most pressing problem facing Indi¬ 
ana education. To solve it, he be¬ 
lieves schools must use use time 
more efficiently. He plans to insti¬ 
gate programs which will improve 
the skills of teachers and administra¬ 
tors. More effective use of summer 
school and technology', he says, will 
help fight student apathy. 

Evans’ administration has ap¬ 
pointed a committee to tackle the 
task of Aids education. It is working 
to develop a set of materials to be 
made available to all schools to use 
in health classes. 

The local school systems, accord¬ 


ing to Evans, should shoulder most 
of the responsibility regarding drug 
education. However, state funds are 
available to assist the local systems. 

Though Evans has committees 
working to improve social studies 
classes, heis against requiring world 
history. He believes good teaching 
and the recently offered Academic 
Honors Diploma, which can not be 
attained without a two world history 
credits, will attract students to social 
studies. Requiring world history, he 
says, might demand adding an extra 
period to the school day. 

Evans also addressed teacher’s 
salaries. He favors an increase in 
salary to attract more outstanding 
people to the profession, as he ques¬ 
tions the quality of Indiana teaching. 
However, he claims that there will 
be no major improvement of salaries 
until teachers begin to work over 
nine months a year. Thus, he wants 
to give all teachers the opportunity 
to work over the summer. Evans is 
opposed to a policy of pay based on 
merit because the teachers tend to be 
opposed to it. He thinks if they are 
against merit-pay, it would not mo¬ 
tivate them to do a better job. 

Evans, though he believes John 
Mutz would have been more benefi¬ 
ciary to education, does not antici¬ 
pate any problems in working with 
democrat governor-elect, Evan 
Bayh. 


by Erin Newton 

FACT: NC has a drug problem. 

It is “no worse or no better off’ 
than those of the rest of the country ’ s 
high schools, according to Jim 
Keyes, N.C.’s substance abuse 
counselor. 

A national survey found that ap¬ 
proximately 90% of high school 
seniors have experimented with al¬ 
cohol. At NC, polls taken in Psy¬ 
chology, Skills for Living, and P.E. 
classes verified that statistic. The 
survey also found that other com¬ 
monly used substances, in addition 
to alcohol, are pot, speed and acid. 

Keyes reports that NC students are 
greatly influenced by society’s atti¬ 
tude toward chemical use. And, he 
says, because they attend a large 
public school, students are likely to 


bring with them the attitudes and 
preferences of society. 

The populous of the surrounding 
world does not serve as a particu¬ 
larly good role model. “We live in 
an addictive society,” says Keyes, in 
which we are being bombarded with 
drug and alcohol usage. 

Through education, attempts have 
been made to thwart minor’s’ use of 
these substances, but even this strat¬ 
egy is not 100% effective. Students 
who have been surrounded by drug 
users in friends and family all their 
lives may be far less inclined to heed 
the school’s message of prevention. 

There is only a small amount of 
actual usage on the campus, but 
what the teachers and administrators 
must deal with is the “residual im¬ 


pact” of a recent drug trip. And as a 
result, the students are unprepared to 
learn, as their minds are not ready to 
retain information. 

Although the punitive and poten¬ 
tial legal action which may be taken 
against drug users may be very 
harsh, the concern for the students is 
genuine. Each week, Keyes sees 
many students who have drug prob¬ 
lems, and helps them deal with and 
overcome their addiction. It is not 
enough to just quit using drugs, he 
says. “The tough part is to live a 
normal life and not use [them].” 

North Central’s drug problem, 
though not uncontrollable, needs 
attention. Great things can be done, 
says Keyes, if students work to¬ 
gether to deal with this problem. 
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N.C.'s thespians ham it up for the camera 


Rep. Theatre to perform children's show 

Dramatists bring "Alice In Wonderland" to life. 


by Linda Zynger 

The North Central Performing 
Arts Department is proud to present 
its Repertory Theater’s winter 
show. “Alice In Wonderland” will 
be reenacted in the N.C. Audito¬ 
rium December 2, at 4 p.m. and 
December 3, at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

The play was written by Lewis 
Carroll and begins as Alice slides 
down a long rabbit hole onto the 
stage. It is a more delightful place 
for the audience than for Alice who 
is trying to return home. She at- 


with Tricia Bonewitz and Kelly 
Woods as lead characters. 

Tickets will be on sale the week of 
the performance for $1.50 in the 
cafeteria and from the performing 
arts department. There is no re¬ 
served seating so it is encouraged to 
get tickets as soon as possible due to 
limited seating each night. 

Rep. member, Jennifer Williams 
says "We're hoping the children's 
show will be a sucess and we are 
excited because the cast is so close. 


tempts to get help from the Mad 
Hatter, The White Rabbit, The 
Cheshire Cat, Tweedledee and 
Tweedledum, The Red Queen and 
many other delightful characters. 
The action is fun, fast and the charm 
of Lewis Carroll’s great classic is 
there to be enjoyed by all. 

Mr. Lineback, Director of the 
Repertory Theater, is excited about 
the dual show. He states that because 
of so much talent there will be two 
complete casts, one for each day. 
























Editorial 


Junior year dominated 
by Spec, papers, fun 

by Tanya Marsh 

I believe that all upperclassmen will be able to appreciate my motivation for 
writing this article and while underclassmen won’t quite understand, they will 
have something to look forward to. 

I am talking about the trials and tribulations of being a high school junior. 
The tests, the papers, the responsibilities, Spec practices, prom, and so on and 
so on. 

Some of us had the honor of rising at seven a.m. one Saturday out of our 
peaceful slumber to partake in the PS AT. Wasn’t that a blast guys? We look 
forward to repeating that memorable event pretty soon only worse. Just 
thinking about the SAT causes my blood pressure to rise a noche and my 
imaginary ulcer to intensify. The thought of four harrowing hours of 
geometric shapes, analogies, verb tenses, and word relationships makes me 
want to crawl in bed and pull the sheets over my head. 

That’s not even for a grade. Imagine the stress caused to U.S. History X 
students last Sunday when they realized that the only thing standing between 
them and a completed Hofstadter paper was 56 pages of “Abraham Lincoln 
and the Self-Made Myth.” That is, the stress caused to those of us honest 
enough to write our own papers and not use “bootleg Hofstadters.” 

Then some juniors got to write entrancing papers on the symbolism of 
spheres in The Scarlet Letter . Sounds fun, doesn’t it? There are those who 
have decided that Nathaniel Hawthorne must have been possessed by Satan 
to write such a sinful book. 

Now underclassmen, don’t get me wrong. There is a lot more to your junior 
year than hard work. This is Spec year! We have our scripts and shirts ready, 
anxiously awaiting Cuts on December 20. All of the acts will try their hardest 
to live up to the tradition of “Hide and Shiek.” (In all modesty, I think our Spec 
act will eclipse all that have come before.) 

Anyway, this year is also the time when friendships begin to strengthen into 
long lasting relationships. Last week I was feasting on my midday meal and 
conversing with my lunchtime companions as usual. We were discussing our 
friends who had graduated and moved on to college. There are so many 
people that we were so used to seeing every day that we only talk to once in 
a blue moon now. Then it dawned on me that I only had one more year with 
these people, only one more year at high school before stepping out into the 
real world. 

Despite the stress and frustration of the junior year, we must all try to 
remember that these are the best years of our lives. With that in mind, I pledge 
that after I finish my last Hofstadter, get 1200 on the SAT, and win Spec, I’ll 
relax and have a good time. 
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"In My Opinion" by Paul Matthew Yonover 


“No preservatives or additives,” proclaims one food can label. “100% pure!!” announces another. One hundred 
percent pure? Pure junk is all that comes to my mind. Home-made canned soup is one oxymoron which strikes a 
discordant nerve in me. America’s need for fast, ready food in such copious quantities has facilitated the downfall 
of the everyday culinary arts. In other words, food is in decline. 

Neil Simon, in Prison of Second Avenue, wrote. “Nothing is safe to eat anymore. If I knew that was going to happen, 

I would have saved some rolls when I was a kid...” after learning that two white mice at Columbia University 
developed cancer from eating graham crackers. The commercial market has produced chemical substitutes to replace 
“real” food. Who would have guessed that sodium acid pyrophosphate, mono- and dicalcium phosphate, mono- and 
diglycerides, natural and artificial flavors, cellulose gum, sodium stearoyl lactylate, artificial colors (Yellow 5 and 
Yellow 6), polysorbate 60, xantham gum, and sodium propinate can be found in my innocent little Hostess 
Crumbcakes! I sighed with relief to find “natural flavors” among the list of ingredients that only a Ph.d. in chemistry 
could decipher. It makes me wonder if I need a spectrum analysis of everything I eat now! 

I have become cynical with the food I eat. If the saccharin does not kill me, the Nutrasweet certainly will! Like 
Mr. Simon, I fear food. Cancer, artheriosclerosis due to cholesterol and saturated fats, heart disease, and other such 
ailments due to my dietary habits scare me (gee, I wonder why?!?) 

Way back, in the “old days,” apple pie and matza ball soup were fresh and made from scratch. Now, all one needs 
to do is mix package “A” with package “B”, pop it in the microwave—the ultimate tool of modem food desecration 
and human impatience—for two minutes, and a “fresh” product emerges. YUCK! No other printable word comes 
to mind. 

I must have been bom in the wrong generation. I do not remember awaking to the smell of fresh pancakes or coming 
home to a home baked pizza. I had a processed donut for breakfast and Burger King cooked for a greasy, impersonal 
meal for dinner which was probably prepared three weeks ago. By the way, what is the pyrodoxine hydrochloride 
that I found in my Raisin Bran? 

Dr. Jeckyll and Mr. Hyde comment 

on the continuing controversy of grade weighting 

by Bridget Graham 

Well, it seems I’ve been appointed defender of the academic faith. So here I go, expounding on the issues so “vital” 
to the hearts and minds of North Central academia. Today’s topic is grade-weighting. Because I’m a senior and it’s 
already too late to save my GPA, I’m not going to argue for one side or the other. Rather, I will present the cases for 
both sides—as Dr. Jeckyll and Mr. Hyde. 

Dr. Jeckyll: In my opinion, grade weighting is an essential part of any academic system that hopes to turn out high 
achievers. What is the incentive for a student to enroll in tough courses and sweat for good grades if someone else 
can cruise through some “laid-back” classes and end up with a better GPA and higher class rank? 

Mr. Hyde: What an elitist attitude! Students in regular classes work hard, too. Why shouldn’t they be awarded 
the same grades, if they are working to the best of their abilities? Are we going to punish students for not being bom 
geniuses? Besides, colleges don’t care how you weight your grades. They immediately discount your high school’s 
GPA system and use their own methods to figure your grades. They’ll weight honors courses for you. 

Dr. Jeckyll: Well, if they are going to do that anyway, what’s the harm in grade weighting? Let’s give credit where 
it is due—to those students who are striving to be the best and leam the most. We want our valedictorians and 
salutatorians to be the hardest working students at the school. 

Mr. Hyde: No one gets to be valedictorian without working hard. By weighting grades you are just asking to get 
classes full of students who are not qualified but want the extra point to raise their GPA. You will reduce “X” classes 
from reservoirs of highly motivated achievers to cesspools of point-hungry freeloaders. 

Dr. Jeckyll: Well, I hate to admit it, but it is not up to us at all. Now that we have expressed our opinions, we have 
to leave it to those good folks who ran the township... 

Tune in next time... 























Insights 


Draft still American way 

By Laura Galloway 


Each year, young men of the 
United States that are 18 years old 
are required to register for the draft. 
Signing up is important for two rea¬ 
sons. Registering for the Selective 
service is requrired by the law, but 
perhaps more importantly, it is a 
matter of patriotism and support for 
the United States. In a country 
where almost anything is possible, 
and each citizen is granted a wealth 
of freedoms — the freedom to pur¬ 
sue one’s individual wants, and to 
achive anything, it seems only logi¬ 
cal that the desire to protect these 
freedoms would exist. Going to war 
means defending the United States 
as a whole, and protecting the rights 
that the forefathers of this country 
worked so hard to obtain. 

Besides the draft being an impor¬ 
tant part of american patriotism, it is 


also a matter of defense. Selective 
service agency officials stand ready 
to start a national lottery, if neces¬ 
sary, within 24 hours, and would be 
able to send the first inductees to the 
armed forces 13 days after congress 
reinstated the draft. Having men 
ready to fight is a crucial factor in 
defense during a time of war. 

Under Ronald Regan’s admini¬ 
stration, a series of enforcement 
laws have been put into action that 
have raised the compliance rate in 
the country. Before taking that bic 
lighter to the draft card, consider the 
following: failing to sign up for the 
draft not only entails possible jail 
terms and hefty fines, but it is also an 
important factor in student loan elgi- 
bilty, federal job training programs, 
and federal jobs. 


Do you feel the 
United States has the 
right to draft citizens 
into the military? 



Draft considered 
unfair by some 


Tim Abrams, Sophomore 

"In times of war I think our country 
does have the right to draft civilians." 


Stephanie Layton, Sophomore 

"To know people are protecting our 
country is important,but it should be vol¬ 
untary." 


Eighteen year olds, don't forget 
to register for the draft within a 
month of your birthday. 


By Tina Poulos 

Any nation which has been 
founded on a certain sense of free¬ 
dom and a basic belief in human 
rights shouldn’t have a system of 
conscription (the draft). It goes 
against everything that the citizens 
of this democratic nation believe in. 

Every American young man who 
is eighteen years old is forced to 
register for the draft. These young 
men, although they are not legally 
permitted to drink and they have 
only been able to see “rated R” 
movies for one year, are unjustly 
required to enter a “lottery”which, if 
war is declared, will force them to 
fight to the death for their country. 

The draft also gives America the 
wrong focus. Instead ofconcentrat- 
ing on rendering a peace agreement 
with Russia we are storing hordes of 
young men ready to fight at a mo¬ 
ments notice. It is the reason for a 
growing militarism in America. 
Even if America and Russia do de¬ 


clare war on each other, Senator 
George McGovern says, in this 
nuclear age, “the imminent threat of 
a land war with Russia, leaving no 
time for mobilization...has long 
since grown stale and even ridicu¬ 
lous..” Therefore, the young men 
that America is drafting are, in a 
sense, useless. Even if America 
enters a war with Russia, it will be a 
nuclear war which will not require 
the enormous manpower that Amer¬ 
ica is drafting. 

The unjust system of conscription 
creates a class system in a nation 
which is supposedly democratic and 
totally based on the possession of 
individual freedoms and equality. 
The only people who are truly forced 
to serve our country when they are 
called upon, as was the situation 
with the war in Vietnam, are the 
poverty-stricken lower classes. The 
draft is not a true call for total service 
because wealthy young men dodge 


the draft by using their “connec¬ 
tions” to either get into the National 
Guard or evade the draft altogether. 

It is a given that America needs 
some sort of military force. How¬ 
ever, there are alternatives to un¬ 
justly forcing young men to fight for 
their country. One of the alterna¬ 
tives is the forming of a military 
force which is totally made up of 
volunteers. The costs of improving 
conditions in the army in order to 
entice volunteers is much less than 
the intangible costs of the draft. A 
voluntary military force would also 
discourage Presidents and generals 
from any military involvements 
because they wouldn’t be able to 
count upon large numbers of forced 
“slave labor”. However, they would 
be assured of a powerful military 
force which was extremely well- 
trained and well-motivated. 











What's in a name: 


by Brad Evans 

Every year around Thanksgivings 
some attention is given to the 
turkey and its origin. We are 
informed of Mr. Franklin’s pro¬ 
posal to have the bird as the 
National Symbol, and how, despite 
its great taste, the turkey was 
rejected due to its “lack of dig¬ 
nity.” Up to this point, however, 
we have not been equally enlight¬ 
ened as to the origin of its 
name. 

The derivation of the word 
turkey is quite unclear. First 
of all, the turkey does not come 
from the country, Turkey, as it’s 
name may suggest; it is a bird 
native only to the eastern part 


of North America, so it is here 
that we must begin our search. 

The Wampanoag Indians, with 
whom 

the pilgrims shared the first 
Thanksgiving, entitled the bird 
“neyhom.” Even though such 
Indian words as moose, raccoon, 
opossum, coyote, and jaguar made 
the translation into English 
quite easily, they neyhom seems to 
have run into some sort of trou¬ 
ble. 

The first Europeans known to 
have come in contact with the 
turkey were the Spaniards asso¬ 
ciated with Cortes in 1519. 

Some of these birds were taken 



Due to the upcoming holiday, Chris 
Nimz and S usie Mat tier present their 
views on what they are thankful for 


SUSIE: Hi, I’m Susie. 

CHRIS:And thanks to my parents 
I’m not. 

BOTH: And this is the Fuzzy Brown 
Column. 

S: Well, it’s Thanksgiving time and 
we all know what that means. 

C: Ya, men across america will stuff 
themselves full of turkey and watch 
twelve hours of football while sit¬ 
ting in a chair they could fit into 
before they ate all that turkey. 
S:Well maybe.but I meant 


that its the time of year to be thankful 
for what we have. 

C:Like my CD player? 

S:No,no,no you second rate poor 
excuse for a cartoonist. 

C:SECOND RATE?!!! 

S:You know I mean that in the nicest 
way possible. 

C:Fine. Can we get back to the sub¬ 
ject at hand? 

S :Of course, now whatare you really 
thankful for? 

C:Oh,I don’t know. Maybe I’m 
thankful for my artistic ability, what 
little sanity I have left, and my CD 
player. 

S:Oh get real. What’s so important 
about a CD player? 


back to Europe on returning ships 
and within a few years the bird 
was fairly well traveled, having 
seen most of the world. Most of 
the names given to the “neyhom” 
through out Europe seem to sug¬ 
gest that its namers believed it 
to come from India. The French 
word for turkey is dindon, mean¬ 
ing “chicken of India.” Simi¬ 
larly the Dutch and Scandanavian 
words Kalkoen and kaldon indicate 
the Germatic belief that the tur¬ 
key originated in Calicut, in 
southern India. These beliefs 
appear somewhat justified, since 
America was formerly believed to 
be in some way connected to the 
Far East. But somehow, I feel 
that even if they had known the 
bird’s true origin, they still 
would not have come up with a 
name such as “the turkey.” 


C:As you would put it, its of the 
highest sonic technology in the 
world. 

S:Okay, okay. 

C:Plus “Dark Side of the Moon” 
really sounds great. 

S:Okay. 

C:So what’s something you’re 
thankful for? 

Pat Mulry:I'm thankful that Notre 
Dame is still chasing the national 
football title, which they will win vs. 
W. Virginia in the Fiesta Bowl. 
S:I’m thankful for wonderful educa¬ 
tion given to me by North Central. 
C:My, my who are we trying to kiss 
up to? 

S:I resent that! 


The First Thanksgiving...? 

by Linda Zynger 

Everyone knows about how the traditional pilgrim story and Thanksgiv¬ 
ing began. The Indians, the com, the feast and of course, the turkey. How¬ 
ever, many students here at North Central have their own impressions of 
what really happened that one fateful year. Here are a few. 

*On a cold Thursday in late November, 1621, a group of neato guys with 
nifty apparel had a small get together with some locals. The food was awful, 
The service left something to be desired and the guest s were half naked. We 
left no tip, but the tradition, nonetheless, survived. Enjoy your next month 
of slowly decomposing and moldy, leftover coldcuts. Kevin Anker 
*The hillbillies out in the boondocks decided to have a shootin’ match. 
They didn’t want to waste any bullets on wood so they set after them turkeys. 
They killed so many that they had to invite those rednecks over and have a 
hoedown. The party’s been goin’ on ever since. Diane Butorak 
*The pilgrims didn’t know what they were getting themseves into when 
they landed here. They began the tradition of feasting with the ever-so-lucky 
pilgrims being served by the gourmet Indian cooks. Those dudes could 
hardly run down to the local A+P for a Butterball with pop-up timer. This 
offering was probably small creatures burnt to a cinder, beenie weenies, and 
cranberry sauce. Just think, the only thing that has survived has been the 
sauce, noone liked it then and noone likes it now. Ron Labhart 
*A fella named Jorge crossed back into the U.S. after the Peloponesian 
wars. A liberal SOB (Son of Bertha), he was welcomed back heartedly by 
his town. An establishment back east was planning to shoot these red-skined 
“Pinkos” between their anti war eyes. War broke out and after the first 
conservative was killed, both sides realized that he had RED blood. This 
revelation stopped the war and a party was initiated where everybody gorged 
on cholesterol and painted their faces. Chip Neidigh 


C: Anyway, what else are you thank¬ 
ful for? How about your. 

S: Don’t even say what I think you’re 
going say!!! 

C:I’m thankful that I am the greatest 
cartoonist in the Western Heme- 
sphere. 

S:You’re certainly the most egotisti¬ 
cal! 

C:And I’m thankful that you just 
gave me those fine words of encour¬ 
agement! 

S:Thanks to you I’m thankful that 
we have the greatest column known 
to the communist world . 

C:Ya I think the communists are the 
only people who can stomach this 
column. 


S:And I think we can be thankful to 
those who read this column! 

C: Yabothofthem! Ithinkwecanbe 
thankful for Mr. Roach for not using 
prior restraint on these golden 
words. 

S:YESH I’m thankful we’re still 
here!! 

C:Well, I’m thankful that that col¬ 
umn is almost over!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
S:Yes, I don’t think it can get any 
lamer than this!! 

C:Well Mattler, what are you going 
to do this holiday? 

S:Eat, eat and eat some more! 

C:I think that’s a big ditto from moi! 
BOTH: So until next time, have a 
day and get a life! 




























Sports 


Basketball teams have high hopes 


Tony Barbee. Dionne Smith to lead boys', girls' squads 


By Brett Henry 

For the last three years the boys’ basketball team has 
gone into the Hinkle sectional with high hopes, but each 
time has come out with a disappointing loss. This year 
the team is looking to overcome this barrier and aiming 
to put together a winning season. 

Leading the team into action will be six returning 
seniors, including three starters. Tony Barbee and 
Aaron Shelby will play a vital role in the team’s success, 
as this will be the third year starting for both players. 
Kevin Brown and Todd Geyer should provide the squad 
with consistent inside play. These four players form a 
very solid core for the Panthers to work around. 

The other position, most likely a point guard role, is 
wide open as of now. The Panthers need to find a stable* 
performer to fill this void if they want to be competitive. 
Seniors Greg Akers and David Bowman are two strong 
possibilities for the spot. In addition to the experienced 
players mentioned, other team members include juniors 
David Corbitt and Kirby Brafford, sophomores Greg 
Black and Duey Williams and senior Wendell Lang¬ 
ston, a transfer student from Florida. 

The Panthers are certainly not lacking talent, but their 
success will depend on how well they play together as 
a unit. The squad will try to use its height and athletic 
ability to its advantage to improve its 17-6 record of a 
year ago. 


This is not going to be an easy task though, as NC faces 
six teams ranked in the Top Twenty. The team opens it 
season Nov. 23 at home against third ranked Kokomo. 
Although the Panthers could possibly get off to a slow 
start, down the road they could become one of the tough¬ 
est teams in the state. 

The girls' team is coming into the new season with high 
hopes and incentive to better the 10-11 record of a year 
ago. 

The backbone of the Panthers is made up of three 
returning senior lettermen, one being 6’3” center Dionne 
Smith. Smith, who averaged 12.6 points a game last 
season and received all county honors, will be especially 
important to the teams’ success. She is the lead player, 
the one the squad will be looking to lead its attack. 

The other two returnees are Lori Satterfield and Jen¬ 
nifer James. Satterfield, the point guard, will direct the 
team and look to do the ball handling. James should 
supply good defense and rebounding and will look to 
help Smith out inside. These three seniors will provide 
the Panthers with leadership and experience. 

Coach Chuck Boehlke’s goal is to take the County 
Tournament, since NC has never won it before. He also 
feels the team has a good shot at taking the sectional title. 
A tough schedule is lurking ahead of the Panthers that in¬ 
cludes Brebeuf, Pike and Broad Ripple. The team 
played its home opener against Ben Davis last night. 



Junior Kirby Brafford makes a fast break lay-up during a pre¬ 
season Varsity scrimmage 

Photo by P. Mulry 


Panther gridders finish season sectional runners-up 


By Kirk Johannessen 

The North Central Panthers’ foot¬ 
ball season came to an end with a 20- 
6 loss to the Ben Davis Giants in the 
sectional finals. 

Although the Panthers lost by two 
touchdowns, they kept the game 
close and played the Giants hard. 
Both teams had to contend with a 
wet and sloppy field, which helped 
cause several fumbles and made 
playing more difficult. 

Ben Davis struck early in the first 
quarter with Giant quarterback Ken 
Britt throwing a 26 yard scoring pass 
to Scott McGowan. North Central 


to the Giant’s 48 yard line. Two 
plays later Dontonio Nibbs scam¬ 
pered for a 48 yard touchdown. The 
Panthers missed the extra point and 
Ben Davis lead 7-6 at the end of the 
first quarter. 

The tone of the game then shifted 
to more of a defensive struggle, with 
both defenses making key plays. In 
the second quarter though, the 
Giants were able to move the ball 
through the air and eventually 
scored. Ben Davis lead 14-6 at 
halftime. 

The Panthers tried to get some 
momentum going and rally in the 


stopped the Panthers’ drives. Ben 
Davis scored once more to lead 20- 
6 and made it stand as the final score. 

The team wanted very much to 
win, but losing to a team like Ben 
Davis, the defending state cham¬ 
pion, is no disgrace. “Sometimes if 
you’re smart, you try to look at all 
aspects and in losing, sometimes 
you win,” were the words of Coach 
Pappas. 

The team finished the season with 
a 7-4 record, which is pretty good 
considering the team’s youth and the 
new coaching staff. The younger 
players gained experience along the 


Coach Pappas remarked, “The 
season has been a learning process, 
we had a lot of athletes without var¬ 
sity experience. Our younger ath¬ 
letes gained an amount of experi¬ 
ence and we adjusted to a competi¬ 
tive schedule.” 

The team struggled early in the 
season with losses to Carmel and 
Warren Central, but fought back 
with key victories over Chatard and 
Terre Haute North. Coach Pappas 
said, “This is not the same group of 
athletes that started the season. Our 
athletes learned to be competitive 
and worked to be successful.” 


and gained valuable experience. 
Most of the starters will be returning 
next year and should provide Coach 
Pappas with an excellent group of 
players. 

The team has a lot of potential, but 
will have to work hard to improve. 
Coach Pappas stated, “This year 
proved that we have potential, but in 
order to realize potential, you have 
to constantly work to improve. If we 
are content with the word potential 
and do nothing to improve our¬ 
selves, we will be an average foot¬ 
ball team. If however, we work to 
improve ourselves and do indeed get 


though, bounced right back. Craig second half but came up short. The way which helped the team come The future looks bright for NC. better through hard work, then we 
Knox returned the ensuing kick-off Giant defense remained tough and together at the end of the season. The younger players worked hard can be a very good football team.” 
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Boys' Tennis 


Before this fall, many NC teams 
showed promise. Most of those 
teams lived up to their expectations, 
or at least came close to reaching the 
lofty level they had hoped to attain. 
Below is a summary of the kind of 
season some of these teams had. 

Girls' Cross Country 

This team, which had been ranked 
in the state for the entire season, 
placed Fifth in state. Carmel took the 
state meeet for the second year in a 
row, followed by Portage in second 
place, Floyd Central in third, Fort 
Wayne Northrup, fourth, and NC, 
fifth. 


The NC netters had an excellent 
season, going undefeated and taking 
the state title. The squad, which 
coach Byron Buckley titled as “one 
of the best I’ve ever coached,” first 
beat Carmel in the sectionals, then 
defeated Culver Military Academy 
in the semifinals and Marion in the 
finals to take state. Honors went to 
three players: junior Mike Hopkin- 
son, first team all-state and seniors 
David Held and Tom Wiese, third 
team all-state. To top it all off, 
Wiese won the Mental Attitude 
Award, presented by the IHSAA to 
the most mentally tough tennis 


player in the state. 

Boys' Soccer 

The booters did well this season, 
but felt they fell short of what they 
wanted to do- win state. They fell to 
Carmel, 4-1 in the semifinals with 
senior Andrew McBride nailing 
NC’s only goal of the Final Four on 
a direct kick at the end of the second 
half. They then lost to Brebeuf, 1-0, 
in the consolation match to take 
fourth place in state. The team is 
looking to a tough season next year, 
losing all 11 starters and five others 
to graduation, keeping only four 
letterwinners for next year’s cam¬ 


paign. 

Clarification- to those readers 
who didn’t study for their tests on 
Early American Literature, the pas¬ 
sage about the tree in this column 
last issue was an allusion to “The 
Devil and Tom Walker,” by Wash¬ 
ington Irving. When the Devil 
claimed a person in the story, he 
chopped down a tree with said per¬ 
sons name engraved on the trunk of 
the tree. 

Congratulations 

Department 

Congratulations to senior Laura 
Diehl, named to The Indianapolis 
Star’s first team, metro area. Diehl 


was cited for her high kill rate on 
her spikes, accurate serving game, 

and ability to return serve. Senior 
Joni Terrell also made honorable 
mention on the metro area team. 

Scholarships 

Congratulations are also in order 
for senior Dionne Smith who has 
recieved a scholarship for basket¬ 
ball to Notre Dame for next year. 

Also recieving scholarships to 
institutions of higher learning are 
senior basketball players Tony 
Barbee and Todd Geyer. Barbee 
recieved a scholarship to Massa- 
chussets, Geyer from Creighton. 
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A tribute to America's heroes 


We asked students if there was 
anyone that they idolize and/or 
admire. 

Michael Dukakis. How can a man 
that short with such bushy eyebrows 
not have an inferiority complex? 
How can he play basketball? Why 
did he run for President? 

Vandana Pathak, senior 



All of the North Central athletes who 
strived for success so far this year, as 
well as those to come. 

Anonymous male, sophomore 

Bartles. I admire especially the hat! 
Joe Wong, senior 

George Carlin. He isn't afraid to 
speak his mind. He doesn't care what 
others think about his opinion. 

Keith Goldstein, junior 

Pee Wee Herman. Who else can 
make one word so 
exciting.(Ahhhhl) The white shoes 
go really well with his bow tie!.I 
LOVE HIM! Suits are definitely 
in!(He! He!) 

Suzi Spears, sophomore 


Jack Daniels because he thought of 
such a good formula. 

Chris Cook, freshman 

Bill Cosby. He is the only parent in 
the entire country not only brave 
enough to base all of his comedy 
albums on his family, but write 


James Bond(007) because he is a 
stud. He gets all the women, drives 
fast cars, and uses special weapons. 
He's my hero. 

Corey Medaris, senior 

Whitney Houston. She is so tal¬ 
ented, pretty, and friendly. 

Diane Butoiac, junior 




the top row covers her bottom lip. 
Wyona Lynch, senior 

Mrs. Brady ("The Brady Bunch"). 

I admire the way she handles those 
six little dorks. I also admire her 
taste in clothing. 

Liz Lapitsky, sophomore 

Bill the Cat (Bloom County) be¬ 
cause he is so openminded. 
Anonymous male, senior 

Mari McDonald because she is a 
really good athlete and a really good 
team leader. 

Andrea Garrison, freshman 

Mr. Bill Broderick. His methods of 
teaching are great and he dresses 


skin! 

S.K., senior 

Batman because he is the only child¬ 
hood (super) hero that doesn't 
achieve greatness by some superhu¬ 
man trait. He uses his own wits and 
skills to do what he thinks is morally 
right and good. Plus he wears a neat 


books and have a prime time sitcom 
based on his family as well. Not to 
mention the fact that he stilt has 
enough patience with kids to do all 
of those Jello pudding commercials 
that we all grew up with. 

Ryan Bruce, sophomore 

Robocop because he’s cool. 
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I idolize the administrators because 
they get to wear those really snappy 
red sportcoats. 

Andy Cobb, senior 

Ozzie Smith because of his superior 
athletic ability and his high work 
rate. 

Jim Ananias, senior 


Jennifer Hart, from "Hart-to-Hart." I 
could never figure out how she could 
run for miles in two-inch heels. I'm 


Dana Jones, senior 

Elizabeth Shue because she co- 
starred with Tom Cruise in "Cock¬ 
tail.” 

Charlotte Stewart, junior 

I admire Pele of Brazil. He started 
out dirt-poor, playing soccer with a 
sock. He turned into the best interna¬ 
tional soccer player of all times. He 
did this through hard work, determi¬ 
nation, and physical ability. I admire 
that in a person. 

Betsy Albright, senior 





costume. 

Bill Capadagli, senior 

We really don't idolize anyone but 
ourselves. 

John Kenney and Matt Moore, 
juniors 

Mickey Mouse. He is always smil- 


Mindy Boehlke, freshman 

My mother because she can share 
the bathroom with me without com¬ 
mitting suicide. 

Kelly Switzer, senior 

Dionne Warwick. I always won¬ 
dered how she could sing around her 
teeth. When she opens her mouth 


cool. About as cool as Paul Simon 
(the politician.) Girls think that he is 
cute also, but monkeys are cute too. 
All in all, He is one dynamic dude. 
Malcolm Vivian, senior 

President Ronald Reagan. I admire 
anyone who can act like they have 
forgotten everything and get away 
with it. 

Jim Hurst, senior 

Our school lunch ladies because 
even in times of turmoil, their inspi¬ 
rational patience and love for kids 
shines through. 

Anonymous female, junior 

I idolize my friends, Nikita and 
Juana. They have the smoothest 



ing and in a cheery mood! 
Backpage Editor, senior 

Rambo. He is the only person to take 
on a small city police force, the 
Vietnamese army, and the Soviet 
army without being killed or seri¬ 
ously wounded. He could replace 
the US army by himself. 
Annnvmmis male, sonhomore 



















